Richard C. Merriman MD
September 24, 1945 - December 5, 2018

It is with great pride that we remember Dr. Richard Charles Merriman, 73, who passed
away peacefully on December 5, 2018 after a short illness.
Richard was the eldest son of David and Orpha (Reinelt) Merriman of Deckerville,
Michigan. He is survived by Barbara (Ridley), his wife of 49 years, his son David and wife
Shannon, their sons Jack and Ryan, his daughter Sarah Pinto and husband John and
their first child due in March 2019, his brother Roger and wife Jan, his sister Ann, his
sister-in-law Ruth, Barbara’s brother Dennis and sister-in-law Phyllis, and many nieces
and nephews. He is preceded in death by his parents and his brother, Jim.
After growing up on a farm in rural Michigan, he attended the University of Michigan for
undergraduate and medical school. With Barbara at his side, an internship at Parkland
Hospital in Dallas followed. As he was finishing his internship, he was drafted into the
Navy and placed as a General Practitioner at Mare Island near San Francisco. After
several years there and then as an Emergency Room doctor in Santa Rosa, California, he
and Barbara moved to Texas where he pursued his Residency in Rheumatology and later
started a medical practice at Baylor University Medical Center in Dallas.
While an expert on a variety of subjects, including astronomy, law, religion, history,
hunting, and clearly medicine, Richard’s true joy was his family. He could not have been
more proud of the adults his children became.
A celebration of Richard’s life will be held in his home state of Michigan in January. In lieu
of flowers, Richard’s family requests that friends make donations in Richard’s honor to The
Salvation Army.
Arrangements are by the Apsey Funeral Home, Deckerville.
Condolences may be sent on-line to apseyfuneralhome.net

Cemetery
Downing Cemetery
3151 Range Line Rd.
Deckerville, MI, 48427

Comments

“

When my sister, Evey, and I were little, it was a big deal when we would drive up with
our parents - Al and Ruth Merriman Cloutier - for the weekend, stay at Frank and
Myrtle's and then make the rounds of our Uncles' farms. Of course, including Uncle
David's and Aunt Orpha's. Lots of times Bill Wagner, Earle and Ida Merriman
Wagner's son, would come with us. It was then that we got to know and play with our
cousins in Deckerville. Then we all grew up and kind of went our separate ways, but
the memories and ties are still there and are cherished. Those were the best of times
and I am grateful for them.
I send my love to all who are grieving. Stay close to the Lord and He will give you
comfort.
From Diane Cloutier Briley in Bakersfield, CA

Diane Cloutier Briley - January 10, 2019 at 12:05 PM

